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BEERS) FOR JAMO

Our cranky and always deadly serious man of a thousand

opinions, senior confributor and rugby establishment
antagonist Neil Jameson (ricHT), has won Ausiralian

sports writing’s biggsst prize, the 2005 Australian Sporis
sion's Best Reporting of an Issue in Australian
ional Foul™, which,

Commis:
Sport Award for his '04 piece “Profess

according to the judges, “suggested the new era of
full-ime professionalism which the football codes in

THREE CHEERS (BUT NO

particular have adopted is a key factor responsible
for the spate of poor ofi-field behaviour experienced
in the last few seasons. Jameson contended that
young men, oiten with limited education and life
experience, suddenly find themselves with a good
income, and courtesy of their professional status,
too much time on their hands.”

How bloody prescient, Jamo! If only Wayne
Bennett had got his hands on the article, the
Kangaroos® Great Britain debacle could well
have been averied. Congrats from all of us at
Inside Sport.

One third don't finish because of exhaustion,
- injuries, mechanical problems and getting lost.
- People die trying to run it, don't they?
Yes, people die every yzar and lots of people
get injured. Last year, iwo people died and
I because of that, the maximum speed has been
| reduced to 150km/h Imonitored by GPS].
{ I think it will create more accidents, because
l people will try to make up more time on the
comers and brake [ater. You can easily go
up to 195km/h on dirt roads, but one of
the deaths last year was at 60km/h. He
made a mistake and fell over the front of
his motorbike. He cut his throat and bled
{o death.
- What challenges are you expecting fo face?

How long have you been racing moforcycles?

For about 20 years — in Africa, the United States,
Australia and Mexico. | siarted in mofocross at 16,
but I'm now doing cross-couniry rallies. People think

it's a dangerous sport for crazy people, but it's actually

a strict sport that demands a lot from the body.
Are you a thrill seeker?

Yes. The thrill comes from fear, and my fear imit s

further than most. When | fear something, | look at it
and determine whether it is physically possible. A
good example s a big hill in the US with 3 90-degree
drop. Most people said we were insane, but we
looked at it sideways and knew that if was physically
possible. The angle was right. It was just getting over
the fear factor and the mental siaie that blocks you.
What are your limits?

My fastest is 210km/h, my highest is about seven
metres and the longest distance I've jumped is.
50m. When you're up in the air, you're always

- wonderning how the landing will be. Everyihing
is in slow motion and vour speed, balance and
technigue have to be perfect.

What is your most memorable moment so far
in your career?

Racing in front of 200,000 spectators in an
intemnational race against some of the best
riders in the world, on a motocross frack in
Africa with jumps, turns and tablefops. When
you're jumping in front of a supportive crowd,
you don't hear anything — not your hearibeat,
your breathing or your bike: It's just 3 huge roar
from the public:

You're about to ride the toughest endurance
bike race on earth — the 9000km Dakar Rally in
West Africa. You'll be one of only two Aussies
competing (along with Andy Caldecoit on the
Repsol KTM team). What's the attrition rate?
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= The physical side will be tough — about ten
hours a day, niding 600 o 800km with litile slesp..

You're constantly looking for holes, rocks, deep sand
and other vehicles. It's also about navigating through
the sand dunes trying not to get bogged. The terrain
varies from mountains, rocks and sand dunes fo very,
very soft sand and really fine red powdet-like dirt,
which is hard on the eyes, lungs, mouth and
breathing. But even more difiicult than that will be
the consiant mental attention that needs to be
maintained through the race.

Fear is a big factor because you're crossing a huge
continent without muich sleep and there's the chance
of getting injured... or worse.

The rally is deliberately designed to test the
sturdiness of equipment and the stamina of
participants. How will your bike hold up?

It's really easy to make misiakes there, so you must
lzave nothing o chance. My bike is a 650cc engine
specifically designed for Dakar. Bikes must be
prepared properly because there's a lot of vibration

between the engme.
ground and the parts, so you have tomakesure
all the bolls are locked tight. If it’'s not done proparly,
the whole motorcycle will fall apart. The vibration

to put silicone between the frames and the wiring.
How much does the Dakar cost to enler?

it's one of the most expensive races that exists
-because of the logistics involved. I'm budgeting for
$200.000 — and | couldn't do it without sponsors,
such as BW Global. We travel through eight
countries and it's going to be broadcastin 187
countries around the worid.
mtammexpecﬂngmammbbe like

to race across?

It will reach up to 50°C during the day, and
down to six degrees at night. Being in the
middie of the desert with no-one around you
leaves you only with choices, If you're lost and
don't know where you're going, you fry not fo
get scared, All the tracks from other people

disappear because of the wind, and you don't
want to waste fuel by riding in circles,
because, if you do, you're not going to make
the checkpoint on time and your race will be
over. So, do you go leff, right or straight?
What are you hoping to achieve?

I have absolutely no clue, I'm just hoping
1o reach the limits within myself and learn as
much as passible. The results will be
whatever they will be.

gariere-Varju's limitations
are210km/h, seven melres

in leight, 50m in length,
or ne bloody big sandpit.

causses the wiring to get damaged as well, 5o you have

- Lisa Smith
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